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Autumn 

An African Safari

Spring  

A Journey to the Moon

Summer

Wonderful Wildlife and Petrifying Plants 

Topics



Children will need to bring their book bag, home school 
diary and a coat to school each day. We try and go outside 

whatever the weather. 

Please continue to encourage children to take responsibility 
for remembering their own belongings. This helps with 
their independence in looking after their belongings at 

school.

We have been really pleased to see the children coming 
into school with greater independence since starting Year 

2.

Please make sure your child’s name is on all their belongings 
and if it has faded please rewrite it,  especially in jumpers! 

Children are responsible for changing their reading book 
each morning. If your child has a tendency to forget to do 
this, please remind when you drop them off and pick them 
up. Feel free to send them back in at the end of the day if 

they still need to change their book.

The children have PE twice a week, as well as an additional 
fortnightly yoga session. These days are written in the 

front of your child’s diary. If you are able to remove your 
child’s ear rings please do this on PE days. Please make sure 

that their PE kits are in school with all items named. 

The children will also visit the in-school library once a 
week, please make sure your child returns their library 

book to the library box in the classroom.

Daily Routine



General Information

We have been impressed by how well the children have 
settled not only back into school but also into their new 
classes and we are working on the children’s wellbeing 

within our lessons too. The children have all adjusted well 
to the new independence of saying good bye in the 

playground and putting away their own things as they enter 
their classrooms. 

Before school there will always be an adult from Year 2 on 
the door who will take any messages you need to pass on. 

We are aware that it can be difficult to pass on more 
personal messages with other adults around, so please 
remember that you can also pass on these messages by 
writing in your child’s diary or calling the school office. 

As the year goes on there will likely be updates from us as 
procedures change. Please check emails, text and the 

school website for any updates.



Reading in Year 2
Children in Year 2 need to read to an adult for at least 15 - 20 

minutes each day. This year we will be continuing with the 
reading awards. We will count the number of reading sessions 

at the end of each week. Once the children have read ten 
times they will receive a book token for their book bag that 

contains a QR code for them to be able to listen to the stories. 
The tokens continue in multiples of ten. The coloured ‘book 

band’ books that children bring home contain the key words and 
phonic blends appropriate to that stage so it is important that 
they read these. However, in addition to their school book, if 
children would like to read other materials such as magazines, 
comics or their own books this is absolutely fine. As children 

make progress their books will get longer. It is very 
important that the children develop a good pace and 
stamina in their reading. The children will also need to 

develop their comprehension skills and it is important that they 
understand and can talk about their reading in detail. 

Questions to ask when reading with your 
child…

Can you spot any key words? 

What is your favourite part of the story and why?

What can you tell me about………?

What has happened in the story so far?

Why is ………happy/sad/angry/excited?

What do you think is going to happen next? Why?

Can you retell the story in your own words?

Who are the main characters?

Where is the story set?

Point to the ……………

What does this word mean?



Writing in Year 2

Vocabulary
Within the classroom children will have a ‘writers toolkit’ display to help them in their 
English sessions. This display is divided into sections and will be regularly referred to 
and adapted by teachers in order to best support the children in their learning. 

In order to support your children, there are some helpful activities you can carry out 
at home.

When reading with your child, help them to pick out the interesting vocabulary or 
adjectives’. 

Note these down on post-it notes or in a ‘WOW’ word book to use in their writing. 

When your child is writing encourage them to use as interesting words as possible.

For example, if they write…

The whale swam in the sea.

Ask them ‘Can you think of any words to describe the whale and the sea?’  Sometimes 
giving children a list of words to choose from is helpful for them to start with. 

The enormous hump-back whale swam in the shimmering, blue sea. 

Experiment with using different words.

The terrifying whale swam in the dark, murky sea.

Don’t worry about spelling too much; this sometimes puts children off using longer 
words. Children should use their phonic knowledge to help them with this. However, 
the children are expected to correctly spell Red Words or common exception words 
and high frequency words. 

Non-Negotiables
When the children are writing, we encourage them to think  about their ‘non-
negotiables’. These are features of their writing that should always be included. In 
class we count these off on our fingers and the non-negotiables are as follows:

Capital letters, full stops, neat handwriting, sounding out spellings and  read your 
writing aloud.

This process allows the children to evaluate their own writing and ensure that it is as 
accurate as possible.



Punctuation
Children can learn a lot about punctuation when reading or being 
read to. Encourage children to pause briefly when they reach a full 
stop. Show them how they can change their voice when reading 
speech. These skills will then come more naturally during writing.

We start by using capital letters and full stops….A 
Encourage your child to read 

their sentences aloud to check 
where they naturally pause and 
where the full stop should be.

Then we try to use question marks…

? Look out for question openers such as…

Who, What, Where, When, Why, How

When we can use capital letters, full stops 

and question marks correctly we have a go at using commas, 
exclamation marks and speech marks.

In year 2 we use commas to separate the items in a list…
I went to the shop and bought bread, milk, cheese, apples and ice cream.

Writing in Year 2

!   , “ ”

Spelling
In Year 2 the children will be learning spelling rules in class. Words 
containing the rule will be sent home weekly for the children to practice 
and learn. There will be weekly spelling checks in class. Any spelling 
practise that you do at home can be recorded in homework books. 

The children will need to learn and use these spelling rules and the 
spelling of common exception words and  ‘Red Words’ accurately 
throughout their writing.



Maths in Year 2

We like to make maths as exciting and practical as 
possible!

Fun maths activities to do at home
•Cooking – fantastic for weighing and measuring
•Number spotting – how many different numbers can you see 
on the way to and from school?
•Shape spotters – take a look inside and out. How many shapes 
can you see in the environment?
•Snakes and Ladders – This is great for getting children to 
‘jump on’ to the next space. This is a skill they will need when 
using a hundred square.  
•Number Bingo
•Helping to count out small amounts of money for some 
shopping. How many different ways can we make 20p?

Telling the time
Whenever possible, ask your child to tell you
the time to the nearest half hour. Use a clock with hands as 
well as a digital watch or clock.
Also ask:
•What time will it be one hour from now?
•What time was it one hour ago?
•How many minutes in one hour? What about half an hour?

Positional Language 
When talking with your child, whenever possible try to include 
positional language phrases, such as:
Half turn / quarter turn / three quarter turn / clockwise / 
anticlockwise / forward / backward / left / right / behind / 
beside. 



The children will now receive homework fortnightly, 
however, there are opportunities for them to 

rehearse key English and maths skills on a daily 
basis. 

Children will often be able to complete their 
homework independently but sometimes they may 

require help from an adult or older sibling. 

Homework is an addition to their in-class learning 
and there is no set expectation of them ‘having 
to’ complete it. However, we recommend- if your 
child is going to complete a homework task- that 

they should spend no more than 20 minutes on their 
homework. They may also benefit from this being 

split up into 10 minute sessions.

We would ask that children return their homework 
by the date that is stated on the homework sheet.

In addition to this, the children receive a topic 
themed homework grid. This enables the children 

to explore their topic further in a variety of areas 
such as art or science. The children do not need to 
complete all of the challenges but they might like 

to try two a term. 

Homework



Additional Homework 
Example 



There are no longer statutory National Curriculum Tests or 
SATs in Year 2. 

We will continue to keep you regularly informed on your 
child’s progress through; Book Looks, Parents Evenings and 
Reports. 

Phonic Screening Check

If your child did not make the phonics screening pass mark 
in Year 1 then they will be resitting the screening check in 
June. We are working in school on preparing the children 
for this and building up the children’s phonic knowledge 

with guided reading and additional phonics sessions. You can 
help support your child by reading regularly at home and 

encouraging your child to sound out or ‘Fred Talk’ any words 
they do not know in the books that they read. Just like in 

Year 1 we will be calling this check ‘Special Reading’. 

National Curriculum Tests 
– SATs and Phonic Screen



End of Year Expectations
Below is the criteria that we will be using to support our teacher 
assessment of the children. Despite, changes to assessment in Year 2, 
we will continue to use wording of ‘working towards,’ ‘working at,’ and 
‘working at greater depth,’ to describe the children’s progress and final 
end of year assessment. In school, the lessons that we teach are based 
around delivering this in a creative way. However, additional support at 
home by reading regularly, practising the weekly spellings and 
completing the fortnightly homework is really important with 
supporting your child to meet the end of year expectations. 

Reading:



End of Year Expectations

Writing:



End of Year Expectations

Examples of writing at the expected standard:



End of Year Expectations

Examples of writing at a greater depth standard:



End of Year Expectations

Maths:



Year 2 Glossary

Here are some grammar terms that we will be 
teaching the children. 

Noun – is a word that names a person, place or 
a thing.

Adjective – a describing word, which makes 
our writing more exciting.  
e.g. enormous, tiny, loud, quiet, fluffy etc.

Verb – an action word. 
e.g. jump, run, snore, skip, swim, walk etc.

Conjunction – a word that connects sentences 
together or provides more detail. 
e.g.  and, but, or, because, when, that etc. 

Adverb – a word that describes how you are 
doing an action (the verb.)
e.g. quickly, slowly,  quietly, loudly, silently


